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City Site
City Calendar

Sign-up for eNews and Updates!

If you have not already done so,  
sign up for our eNews system and 
receive alerts related to water 
repairs, construction and all the city 
happenings. Please note: If you 
previously were signed up for email 
alerts and wish to continue (after 
the launch of the new website), you 
must re-enter your email at the 
bottom of any page on our site and 
follow the instructions.

If you previously received the  
monthly eNewsletter, you will 
continue to receive them via email. 
To sign up for the eNewsletter, click 
here.

Scheduled Meetings:
City Council

October 2
October 18

Planning Commission 

October 10 - Work Session
October 24 

Zoning Board of Appeals

October 9 - CANCELLED

City Council Meetings begin at 7 PM. 
Planning Commission meetings and 
ZBA Meetings begin at 7:30 PM. City 
Council and Planning Commission 
meetings are held at the Berkley 
City Hall. You can watch the 
meetings live on the city's website 
or on cable.(WOW-ch. 10, Xfinity-
Ch. 17). 

City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings can be viewed 
(on-demand) on the city's YouTube 
channel 3-4 days after the meeting.

Message From the Mayor

October brings a blaze of color to our city 
as “pale amber sunlight falls across the 
reddening trees” as one writer described it. 
There is a growing magic to its beauty as 
this month unfolds. The leaves will fall 
again and we appreciate anew the work of 
our DPW staff and the value of being able 
to rake the leaves onto the street for city 
pick up.

The effort to find ways to mitigate the 
impact of future inordinate rainfall continues. Three levels of 
response are being discussed: What the region can do? What 
the city can do?  What we can do as homeowners? City 
administration will present to Council specific proactive ideas 
that are financially feasible and that recognize the reality of 
climate change. These recommendations are expected to be 
made in October.

The emergence of political signs reminds us of the upcoming 
local elections. Election Day is Tuesday November 7th this 
year. The City Clerk and her staff are well prepared to 
conduct the election. Special thanks are due to all those who 
volunteer their time to ensure the process runs smoothly.

Several members of City Council attended the Michigan 
Municipal League Annual Conference in Holland Michigan. In 
addition to the excellent educational opportunities some 
members of our city Council are in leadership positions in 
this critical statewide organization. Sometimes people ask 
6ow a small community like Berkley achieves such 
prominence and respect across the State; the answer is that 
our elected officials work well with others and bring a 
positive cooperative style that is admired throughout 
Michigan. I’d like to thank them for being outstanding 
ambassadors for our city.

Planning Commission member Mr. David Barnett, has been 
given Michigan’s prestigious Helen S Willis Outstanding 
Planning Commissioner Award during the Michigan 
Association of Planning Conference, on Mackinac Island on in 
lat24e September. He served as Chair of our Planning 
Commission for 20 years and is the current Vice Chair. He is 
widely recognized in Michigan for his dedication to sound 
planning principles and effective leadership. This award not 
only recognizes Mr. Barnett’s leadership but also is another 
example of how our city and its officials are viewed 
statewide. 

On a personal level I would like to thank the Michigan 
Association of Mayors for “spotlighting the Mayor of Berkley” 
in their journal and website last month. Again, a nice 
statewide recognition for our city.

October ends with Halloween and it is a Tuesday evening 
this year. It’s a fun time for children and in their 
excitement they may be less careful than usual. Please be 
cautious if you are driving through our streets that night so 
that all may have a safe and enjoyable conclusion to 
October.

 

  

 

Library

 

 

Friends of the Library Fall Book 
Sale 
The Friends of the Berkley Public 
Library host their fall book sale 
Thursday, October 19 (4 p.m. to 
8 p.m.), Friday, October 20 (10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.) and Saturday, 
October 21 (10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.). The days and times for the 
sale are new this year! The sale will 
take place at Berkley Public Library 
located at 3155 Coolidge Highway in 
Berkley. 

Art & About in Downtown 
Berkley 
Friday, October 13 from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.  
Every second Friday through 
October, the DDA’s new Art & About 
event will turn #DowntownBerkley 
into a district-wide gallery and 
performance space. Along 12 Mile 
and Coolidge, businesses will host an 
artist or performer as well as offer 
beverages and snacks.

ADULTS

Cocktails and Coloring 
Monday, October 16 from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. 
Ages 21+ are welcome to join us for 
cocktails and coloring at Amici's 
Pizza in downtown Berkley. We will 
have coloring pages, colored pencils, 
and markers available. Feel free to 
bring your own. We'll also have drink 
specials! Registration required as 
there is limited space; visit 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup 
or call 248-658-3440. Amici's Pizza 
is located at 3249 Twelve Mile Rd, 
Berkley, MI 48072.

Sprouting, Soaking & 
Microgreening: How to Make the 
Most of Nuts, Seeds & Grains

Tuesday, October 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
Fun fact: nuts, grains, and legumes 
are actually all seeds, which means 
they can be difficult to digest. Enter 
sprouting! Along with soaking and 
fermenting, sprouting techniques 
make seeds more edible and 
nutritious. During this program, we’ll 
talk about the science and nutrition 
behind sprouting as well as DIY 
methods of transforming seeds into 
tasty treats like nut milk, sourdough 
bread, and microgreens. We’ll also 
sample some made-more-nutritious 

https://www.facebook.com/cityofberkley?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyPublicLibrary
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyParksandRec/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
https://twitter.com/cityofberkley
http://www.berkleymich.org/
http://www.berkleymich.org/calendar.php
http://www.berkleymich.org/stay_informed/newsletters.php
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup


City Offices 
Hours of Operation

City Hall: Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM 
- 5 PM. **Closed from 1 PM -2 PM

Department of Public Works: 
Monday - Friday, 7:30 AM to 3:30 
PM.

Berkley Public Library  

Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM
Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM
Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM
Sun: Closed

October office closures:  None

City Clerk's Office

Important Upcoming Election 
Information

Local General Election to be 
held on Tuesday, November 7, 
2017
Last day to register for the 
November 7, 2017 General 
Election is October 10, 2017
Register to vote at the Clerk’s 
office in the City Hall, 
Secretary of State Offices, or 
Oakland County Elections 
Division
Election information may be 
found on the Oakland County 
website by clicking here and 
the State of Michigan website 
by clicking here
Absentee Voter Applications 
are available on the State of 
Michigan website, the city 
website and at the Clerk's 
Office.

New election equipment will be 
rolled out for the General Election 
on November 7th! See the City 
Manager's Office note for more info.

Public Works

Beginning October 1 through 
November 30, leaves and yard 
debris may be placed in yard waste 
bags at no charge to the residents 
(no tags required).  Yard waste 
bags (50 lbs. limit) will be collected 
on garbage days.  Plastic cans can 
also be used for yard
waste disposal but 
must be no greater 
than 35 gallons in 
size and must have a 
"Yard Waste" sticker (also 50 lbs. 
limit).

Brush pickup is on-going with DPW 
staff assisting on a rotational basis, 
depending on workload.  In order to 
safely feed the chipper, tree limbs 
must be 2"-4" in diameter and at 
least 4' long with cut ends facing 
one direction.  Smaller branches 
shall be placed in yard waste bags.

City Manager's Office 

Welcome New  
Public Safety Director

Please join me in welcoming Matt Koehn 
(pronounced “Cane”), as the City’s new 
Director of Public Safety, beginning Monday, 
ctober 2nd.  Chief Koehn comes to us from 
Farmington Hills Police Department, where 
he recently retired after a 31 year career that started as a 
cadet and moved up to the position of Assistant Chief.  
Matt, his wife Maria, and their 10 children look forward to 
being a part of the Berkley family. 

Awards

Congratulations to Planning Commissioner, David Barnett, 
who received the distinguished Helen S. Willis Outstanding 
Commissioner Award at the Michigan Association of 
Planners Conference held at Mackinac Island in late 
September.  This prestigious award recognizes David for his 
dedication to the advancement of sound planning practices 
and for his dedication to the City of Berkley. 

Congratulations to community volunteer, Doug Deeds.  
Doug, a Berkley resident, being honored with two awards: 
The first, an individual service award from the 
Beautification Council of Southeastern Michigan, 
recognizing Doug as an outstanding individual for his work 
with the Berkley community garden and with the Berkley 
schools.  The community garden in Berkley is a huge 
success, thanks to the endless hours and commitment 
Doug gives to our community, its residents and students.  
Doug was presented with this prestigious award at their 
annual meeting on September 21st at the Detroit Yacht 
Club. 

The second, Keep Michigan Beautiful Award of Merit, will 
recognize Doug as an outstanding individual for his 
contribution to the beautification of the City of Berkley and 
its schools. Doug will be presented with this prestigious 
award on October 20th at their annual meeting in Lansing.

Chat with Matt

The next Chat with Matt is scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 4, 2017 at City Hall.  Our featured department 
head will be City Clerk, Annette Boucher. Mrs. Boucher will 
be on hand to talk about the operations of the Clerk’s office 
and to unveil the city’s new election equipment. Hope to 
see you all there!

Update: Proposed Development at LaSalette 
School Property

At the September 26th Planning Commission meeting, 
Berkley-Coolidge LLC withdrew their plan for the proposed 
Property Unit Development (PUD). The applicant stated 
that they did not feel their plan met the vision of the 
community and requested to start over again with a work 
session to redesign the site plan.  Please join us for this 
work session on Tuesday, October 10, 2017 at 7:30 pm in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall.

What's Up Downtown!

A lot of exciting things have been happening 
in the DDA District … and many more 
projects and events on the horizon.

Design Guidelines Input Session

A big thank you to all of the residents, property owners, 
and business owners who showed up to participate in the 
DDA Design Guidelines Public Input Session on  
Wednesday, Sept. 27th. We had close to 45 participants 
spend an hour and a half sharing thoughts and ideas about 
the DDA District, from sub-districts to building rehabs and 

foods you can find at the grocery 
store. Seeds: it’s what’s in almost 
every meal. To register, visit 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup
or call 248-658-3440.

Afternoon Book Club 
Tuesday, October 10 at 12:30 p.m.  
The Summer Before the War by 
Helen Simonson

Berkley Reading Society  
Thursday, October 19 at 6:30 
p.m. The Secret History by Donna 
Tartt

Origami Club at Berkley Library

Monday, October 2 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.  
If you're interested in origami or are 
a seasoned folder, join us to learn 
and explore with like-minded 
individuals.

YOUTH  
Book Giveaway: 
Starting 1st grade? 
Celebrate by 
picking up a free 
book from the Berkley Public Library! 
Stop by the Youth Reference Desk 
anytime and let the librarian know 
you're a new first grader.

Evening Family Storytime  
Thursday, October 5 at 6:30 p.m.  
Come read, sing, and play with us! 
Stories and activities will target ages 
2-6, but children of any age and 
their grown-ups and siblings are 
welcome. Registration is not 
required.

Family Craft Night  
Thursday, October 12 at 6:30 p.m.  
Decorate your own pumpkin with a 
fun array of craft supplies! Pumpkins 
are provided. To register, visit 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup
or call 248-658-3440.

Creatures of the Night  
Thursday, October 26, 6:30 p.m.  
Ever wonder what goes bump in the 
night in Michigan backyards? This 
after-dark themed program focuses 
on the adaptations and behaviors of 
our nocturnal neighbors. The Howell 
Nature Center will bring four live 
animals as part of this presentation. 
To register, visit 
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup
or call 248-658-3440.

Family Movie: Smurfs – The Lost 
Village 
Saturday, October 28 at 11:00 a.m. 
In this fully animated, all-new take 
on the Smurfs, a mysterious map 
sets Smurfette and her friends 
Brainy, Clumsy and Hefty on an 
exciting race through the Forbidden 
Forest leading to the discovery of the 
biggest secret in Smurf history. This 
film is rated PG. We'll provide the 
popcorn! No registration needed.

Lapsit Storytime

Mondays at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 11 through Oct. 9 & Oct. 23 
through Nov. 13 

https://www.oakgov.com/clerkrod/elections
http://www.michigan.gov/sos
http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/city_clerk/elections.php
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup
http://berkleylib.evanced.info/signup


Ninety gallon trash toters (cans) 
can be purchased from the DPW for 
$60 each. These are wheeled cans 
with attached lids that are dumped 
mechanically by city refuse hauler.

SOCRRA has made the transition 
from dual-stream recycling to 
mixed recycling (single-stream). 
This exciting change has made 
recycling easier for 
residents and increased 
recycling rates. Details 
and more information 
can be found by clicking 
here. Please note 
batteries are no longer accepted via 
curbside recycling. Household 
batteries can be recycled at the 
Drop-off Center (995 Coolidge, 
Troy) or dropped off at the DPW 
(3238 Bacon). DPW office hours are 
7AM-3:30PM each weekday. 

Any questions on the above, please 
call the Berkley DPW at 248-658-
3490. 

Residents are encouraged to sign 
up for Berkley email updates. In 
addition to receiving the monthly 
city newsletter, residents will be 
sent alerts related to water main 
breaks, road construction and snow 
removal. Homeowners can sign up 
online by clicking here.

Berkley Historical 
Museum

The Berkley Historical  Museum now 
has a limited supply of this beautiful 
coffee  mug available. The colorful 
picture was taken closing night of 
the Berkley Theater- September 26, 
1993. 

For the last night the owner showed 
Yankee Doodle Dandy with James 
Cagney because it was his favorite 
movie. From 1941 when this art 
deco treasure opened it has been 
Berkley's landmark building. These 
wonderful mugs are only $10.00! 
They are available in the Museum, 
the Berkley Library and at the City 
Clerk's Office. These will not last 
long so do not wait.

The Berkley Historical Museum is 
located in Berkley's old Fire Hall at 
3338 Coolidge Hwy. The Museum is 
open on Wednesdays from 10 AM - 
1 PM and on Sundays from 2 PM - 4 
PM. 

potential infill. Didn’t get a chance to attend? You can still 
have a say in what Design Guidelines Aspects and Urban 
planning concepts you think are important by participating 
in an online survey of the same questions asked at the 
Public Input session. Just go to DowntownBerkley.com and 
click on the quick link to the Design Guidelines on the 
home page. We want to hear from you!

October Events in Downtown Berkley

Fall into Fashion and Fun at Ladies Night Out on 
Thursday, October 5th, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Over 25 
participating businesses and venues will open their doors 
for an evening of fun, festivities, giveaways, and in-store 
specials. A complimentary pink limo will be available to 
take shoppers along 12 Mile and Coolidge.

To cap the evening off, a grand prize gift bag filled with 
items donated by each participating business will be given 
away to one lucky event-goer and over 20 others will win a 
gift courtesy of downtown merchants.

 Friday, October 13th, is the final Art & About event of the 
year! From 6 pm to 9 pm, this fun event will turn 
Downtown Berkley into a gallery and performance space. 
Close to 30 businesses will be hosting an artist or 
performer throughout the DDA District. We are especially 
excited to be collaborating with Berkley Music Tag Days for 
this final event. Come see these young musicians shine and 
support your local business owners while you’re at it.  

Plus, you have the chance to win some spectacular prizes 
including a Ladies Night painting class for six at Articipate, 
a Berkley Commons T-shirt, two pairs of tickets to 
Benjamin Booker at the Majestic Theater, and more!  

What’s coming up?

Keep your eyes open for more information about 
MerriMonth™ in Downtown Berkley! Our great volunteers 
have lots of exciting holiday events planned starting in 
mid-November and running through mid-December.

Plus, look for details soon about a fun new fundraiser the 
DDA is creating to help support the Holiday Lights Parade. 
We love our Parade and the hard-working volunteers that 
organize it!

Learn more about our business district, the DDA, 
volunteering, and upcoming events 
atwowntownBerkley.com

 

 

 

This storytime is for those from 6 
months to 18 months, with a parent, 
grandparent, or caregiver, for 20 
minutes of stories, songs, and 
fingerplays and 25 minutes of 
playtime. No registration needed.

Preschool Storytime

Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 12 through Oct. 10 & Oct. 24 
through Nov. 14  
This program includes 30 minutes of 
stories, activities, and a craft for 
children ages 3-6 who are able to 
participate without their adult in the 
room. Parents and others are asked 
to remain in the library during the 
program. No registration needed.

Parent-Toddler Storytime

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 14 through Oct. 12 & Oct. 26 
through Nov. 16 
This storytime is for children from 18 
months to 3 years, with a parent, 
grandparent,  or caregiver, for 30 
minutes of stories, fingerplays, 
songs, and activities. No registration 
needed.

Library Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 8 PM
Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM
Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM
Sun: Closed

For more information, call 248-658-
3440, visit our website here. or find 
us on Facebook at by clicking here. 

Parks and Recreation

Fall Programs  
Fall programs are now forming! Call 
Berkley Parks & Recreation for more 
information and to register: 
(248)-658-3470 or visit 
www.berkleymich.org

Special Events      

Tale on the Trail- Halloween Themed 
Thursday, October 19th, 6:00 PM at 
Jaycee Park *Dress up in costume 
and bring a candy bag or bucket

Berkley BooFest Monday, October 
30th at the Community Center 
Crafts, games, prizes, slime and 
candy bar! *Sign up by start time: 
5:00, 5:30, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, 7:30 
PM *Call Berkley Parks & Recreation 
for more details: (248)658-3470

Safety Courses      

Hunter Safety                     
October 3, 5, 10, 12, 
Tuesday/Thursday (Must attend all 
four dates) Time:  7:00 – 10:00 PM 
Cost: $10 *Will receive certificate of 
completion  

Youth Programs

Fencing Class Boys & Girls ages 8-17 
Saturdays beginning October 21st, 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM Cost: $99    

http://www.socrrarecycling.org/
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOEBERKLEY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIOEBERKLEY_1A
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIOEBERKLEY/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIOEBERKLEY_1A
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyTagDays/?fref=mentions
http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/library/index.php
http://www.facebook.com/BerkleyPublicLibrary.


Adult Programs    

Tai Chi Classes Advanced and 
Beginner classes beginning October 
11th   *Drop in classes available

PIYO Fitness Classes Tuesdays and 
Fridays beginning October 24th, 9:00 
-9:55 AM *Drop in classes available   

Senior Trips

Yates Cider Mill & Original Pancake 
House 
Date: October 18, Wednesday 
Time: 8:30 AM 
Cost: $12 (Breakfast on your own) 
*Trip includes tour of cider mill 

Greektown Casino 
Date: October 16, Monday 
Time: 10:00 AM 
Cost: $14

**Please call Berkley Parks & 
Recreation for more information or 
to register for classes or trips: 
(248)658-3470

 

 


